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Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Iran 
November 10, 2008 

On November 14, 1979, by Executive 
Order 12170, the President declared a na-
tional emergency with respect to Iran pursu-
ant to the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701–1706), to 
deal with the unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security, foreign policy, 
and economy of the United States con-
stituted by the situation in Iran. Because our 
relations with Iran have not yet returned to 
normal, and the process of implementing the 
January 19, 1981, agreements with Iran is still 
underway, the national emergency declared 
on November 14, 1979, must continue in ef-
fect beyond November 14, 2008. Therefore, 
consistent with section 202(d) of the National 
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am 
continuing for 1 year this national emergency 
with respect to Iran. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
November 10, 2008. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:15 a.m., November 12, 2008] 

NOTE: This notice was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on November 11, and it was 
published in the Federal Register on November 
13. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to Iran 
November 11, 2008 

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr. 
President:) 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 

Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent to the Federal Register for publi-
cation the enclosed notice, stating that the 
Iran national emergency declared in Execu-
tive Order 12170 of November 14, 1979, is 
to continue in effect beyond November 14, 
2008. 

Our relations with Iran have not yet re-
turned to normal, and the process of imple-
menting the January 19, 1981, agreements 
with Iran is still underway. For these reasons, 
I have determined that it is necessary to con-
tinue the national emergency declared on 
November 14, 1979, with respect to Iran, be-
yond November 14, 2008. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pelosi, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and 
Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. 

Remarks on Arrival in New York City 
November 11, 2008 

Veterans Day 
As you can see, I have the honor of trav-

eling with men and women who have volun-
teered to serve our Nation in a time of war. 
Behind me are five outstanding Americans 
representing each branch of the military 
service. I am with them today because we 
are celebrating Veterans Day. 

Veterans have inspired troops such as 
these; veterans have inspired me. I was raised 
by a veteran. I appreciate the commitment 
to our country that the veterans have made. 
I am committed to making sure that today’s 
veterans get all the health care and support 
they need from the Federal Government for 
agreeing to serve in a time of danger. 

Our Nation is blessed because our liberties 
have been defended by brave men and 
women in the past. And we are blessed to 
have brave men and women defend our lib-
erties today. 

God bless our veterans. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:16 a.m. at John 
F. Kennedy International Airport. In his remarks, 
he referred to CPO Shenequa Cox, USN, Navy 
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Information Operations Command Hawaii; PO1 
Christopher O. Hutto, USCG, Sector Jacksonville 
Aids to Navigation Team; S. Sgt. Michael Noyce- 
Mering, USA, B Company, 1–163d Cavalry Regi-
ment, Montana National Guard; SrA. Alicia 
Goetschel, USAF, 100th Security Forces Squad-
ron; and Sgt. John Badon, USMC, Basic School 
for Martial Arts Center of Excellence. 

Remarks at a Rededication 
Ceremony at the Intrepid Sea, Air & 
Space Museum in New York City 

November 11, 2008 

Thank you all. Thank you for the warm 
welcome. Be seated. Charles and Rich, 
thanks a lot. I gratefully accept the Freedom 
Award. And I’m honored to be with you 
today as we rededicate a great monument 
to freedom, the Intrepid Sea, Air & Space 
Museum. At this ceremony, we recognize 
nearly 55,000 Americans who served aboard 
the USS Intrepid, including some who are 
here today. And we commemorate Veterans 
Day by honoring all those who have worn 
the uniform of the Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Coast Guard, and Marine Corps. Thank you 
for serving our great Nation. 

I am proud to be traveling with the First 
Lady of the United States, Laura Bush, the 
most patient woman in America. [Laughter] 
Governor, thank you for joining us. Secretary 
Kempthorne, Senator Hillary Clinton, I’m 
proud to be with you. Thank you for being 
here. Congressman Pete King, Congressman 
Charlie Rangel, Congressman Anthony 
Weiner, thank you all for joining us today. 
Looking forward to that lame duck session, 
aren’t we? [Laughter] 

What an awesome guy General Jim 
Conway is, Commandant of the United 
States Marine Corps and member of the 
Joint Chiefs. Christine Quinn, thank you for 
your remarks. Bill White, the Vanna White 
of the Intrepid. He’s a—[laughter]. Arnold 
Fisher and the Fisher family—what a fabu-
lous contribution the Fishers have made to 
the United States of America, and we thank 
you from the bottom of our hearts. 

John Rich—fellow Texan; John, tell them 
we’re coming home, and we’re coming home 
with our heads held high. 

Members of the Intrepid Museum and 
Foundation board of trustees; wounded war-
riors—you know, oftentimes they ask me, 
‘‘What are you going to miss about the Presi-
dency?’’ And first reaction is, I say, ‘‘No traf-
fic jams in New York.’’ The truth of the mat-
ter is, I will miss being the Commander in 
Chief of such a fabulous group of men and 
women, those who wear the uniform of the 
United States military. 

Veterans Day has a long and solemn his-
tory. The event that inspired it took place 
90 years ago today in a small railway car in 
a French forest. November the 11th, 1918, 
the Allied Powers and Germany signed an 
armistice that ended one of the bloodiest 
wars the world had ever witnessed. By the 
time that day arrived, World War I had raged 
for more than 4 years, and more than 8 mil-
lion soldiers had given their lives. But on the 
11th hour of the 11th day of that 11th month, 
the guns fell silent and peace began to return 
to Europe. 

To commemorate the war’s end, President 
Woodrow Wilson declared that November 
the 11th should be remembered as Armistice 
Day, a holiday to honor the brave sacrifices 
of the American soldiers who defended de-
mocracy and freedom overseas. Today, we 
know it as Veterans Day, a day when we cele-
brate and thank and honor every man and 
woman who have served in our Armed 
Forces. 

These noble Americans are our sons and 
daughters, they are our fathers and mothers, 
they are our family, and they are our friends. 
They leave home to do the work of patriots, 
and they lead lives of quiet dignity when they 
return. Today we send a clear message to 
all who have worn the uniform: Thank you 
for your courage, thank you for your sacrifice, 
and thank you for standing up when your Na-
tion needed you most. 

In the years since we began celebrating 
Veterans Day, America’s Armed Forces have 
defended our freedom in many conflicts. And 
in those conflicts, they have often relied on 
the might of the USS Intrepid. 

The great ship’s keel was laid on Decem-
ber 1, 1941. Less than a week later, Pearl 
Harbor was attacked, and America entered 
World War II. In the years to come, as the 
United States Navy defended the freedom 
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